Science Media Centre news briefing
UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL 00:01 (UK Time) Wednesday 10th May 2023
What? Cochrane Review on antidepressants for chronic pain
When? 10:30am (UK Time), Tuesday 9th May 2023
Where? Zoom webinar (details below)
Millions of people around the world are prescribed antidepressants to treat chronic pain. In many countries, including the UK, regulators and doctors recommend a range of different antidepressants to help with pain. But do they work? A new Cochrane Review provides the biggest analysis to date, examining 176 clinical trials with around 30,000 patients to determine which antidepressants, if any, actually help with chronic pain.
Dial in to this briefing to hear from some of the authors of the review, and to ask your questions.
[bookmark: _Hlk41487431]Please note that this is an on-record briefing for the specialist journalists on our press lists – but it isn’t a public event and we’re not allowing live-streaming. Please do not share the registration details publicly, and please check with us before forwarding to colleagues not on our lists.
 
Speakers will include:
Prof Tamar Pincus, Professor in Health Psychology at the University of Southampton
Dr Hollie Birkinshaw, Postdoctoral Research Associate at the University of Southampton
Dr Gavin Stewart, Senior Lecturer in Evidence Synthesis at the University of Newcastle
 
Details for Dialling In
This briefing will take place on Zoom – to register for the webinar, please follow this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2216800092329/WN_YJvIf0duQma0teY-8aIu4g
If you’d like to dial in via a phone instead of via Zoom, that will be possible but you will still need to register via the link to get the dial-in details.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk123658459]For further information regarding the content of the briefing, please email fiona@sciencemediacentre.org. For any technical queries, please email ellie@sciencemediacentre.org
 
Note to editors
This Briefing may include the personal opinions of the experts speaking, but any such opinions represent neither the views of the Science Media Centre (SMC), nor any other organisation unless specifically stated. The SMC has asked the experts due to speak to declare any interests which may be regarded by a reasonable and objective third party as giving rise to a conflict, and their responses will be distributed to journalists on the day of the briefing.
The SMC can help you find an expert on a topical area of science. We have over 2000 media friendly scientists and engineers on our database. If you need an expert to interview or you would like comments on a subject, you can email us at smc@sciencemediacentre.org or phone us on 020 7611 8300 (office hours Monday to Friday only). For more details, see our website www.sciencemediacentre.org.
The SMC is an independent venture working to promote the voices, stories and views from the scientific community to the news media when science is in the headlines. Over 100 supporters – including scientific institutions, media groups, charities, universities and corporate organisations – provide donations to support the Centre achieving its objectives. The SMC makes all organisational and editorial decisions independently of funders.
The SMC holds contact information for the individuals it works with in the Centre’s database, under the terms of the Centre’s privacy notice. This information is only accessible by members of the Centre’s staff. It is not used in any automated processes or for profiling and is only ever used in pursuit of the Centre’s charitable objectives. At any time, you may request: a review of your data held in the Centre’s database; a review of how your data is used by the Centre; or the removal of your data from the Centre’s resources. To request any such action, or for more information, please respond directly to this email, specifying what actions you would like the Centre to take.
The Science Media Centre (SMC) is registered in England and Wales as a registered charity (no. 1140827) and a company limited by guarantee (no. 07560997).

